
A few weeks ago I was listening 

to the radio and I came across an 

interview between two students 

at Dalhousie University and the 

host of the morning news show 

on News 91.9. They were talking 

about water problems in other 

countries and promoting water 

conservation in Atlantic Canada. 

The interviewer began question-

ing the students as to why they 

were promoting water conserva-

tion when we obviously have so 

much water in this part of the 

country. The students had trouble 

answering this question because 

we do have a lot of freshwater 

resources in this part of the coun-

try and unless we are in the mid-

dle of an extended dry period 

with water levels at the Turtle 

Creek reservoir dropping faster 

than they can be replenished, 

water conservation is a tough 

sell.  Perhaps in this region 

we need to focus more on 

sustainable water re-

sources, which includes 

water conservation meas-

ures.  Because freshwater 

drops from the sky into our 

rivers and lakes almost 

daily here in the Petit-

codiac Watershed we really 

don’t worry too much 

about it’s abundance, and 

we tend to take it all for 

granted.  The problem in 

our watershed is more that 

our freshwater resources  

tend to end up polluted 

before they get to the 

ocean, and are not capable 

of supporting  all of the 

aquatic life that should be 

there. These are the types 

of problems that are con-

tributing to a society that is 

non-sustainable. We have 

to begin changing how we 

view our water resources 

while we still have them. 

Most communities and 

individuals underestimate 

the impact that they have 

on their watershed. We 

need to look  at some of the 

problems that we have in 

our watershed and try to 

solve them together. This 

will require the cooperation 

of  landowners, municipali-

ties, business owners and 

especially our watershed 

citizens who need to start 

asking that  our govern-

ments begin enforcing the 

laws and standards that are 

there to protect our com-

mon natural resources. 

 

Coordinators Update  

River Clean-up  September 27th, 2008 

The Petitcodiac Watershed Alli-

ance, along with the Riverkeepers 

planned a river clean-up on Sep-

tember 27th that was a resounding 

success. Over 30 community 

members participated in this event 

and truckloads of garbage were 

cleaned up from the banks of 

Humphries Brook.  We want to 

take this opportunity to 

thank all of the volunteers 

who participated in this 

event. A special thank-you 

goes to students of Atlantic 

Baptist University who  

turned out by the dozens to 

help us with this event, and 

to the local residents in the 

neighborhood who bagged 

garbage along the trails 

before the day of the clean-

up.  We could not have 

done it without you. 
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Sustainable Watersheds 
  

 

 

One of our long term goals here at the 

Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance is to 

promote watershed sustainability.  A 

sustainable watershed is one where we 

understand that long term prosperity 

and ecological health are not only 

linked together, but they are also de-

pendant upon each other. 

 In order to make our water-

shed sustainable then we have to have 

a synergy between environmental 

health, economic prosperity, and so-

cial values. This means that we have 

to have a number of groups working 

together within our watershed to make 

it sustainable. These groups must in-

clude governments, businesses and  

watershed citizens . Our rivers, lakes 

and streams are common property in 

this country. This means that they can-

not be owned or controlled by  any 

one individual or a corporation. We all 

have a right to enjoy them, and we all 

therefore have to play a role in pro-

tecting them. We have to make sure 

that our actions, when they affect our 

watershed are ecologically sound, eco-

nomically viable, and socially just.  

 There are three basic points 

that we need to consider as we try to 

move our watershed closer to sustain-

ability. The first is that our  inputs into 

our watershed must not be allowed to 

accumulate as long term waste. As a 

society we need to move towards the 

goal of having all of our waste prod-

ucts as being either recyclable or com-

postable. The landfill problem that we 

have right now on the banks of the 

Petitcodiac River could have been 

avoided if we were looking at long-

term watershed sustainability 20 years 

ago. Our landfill practices are more 

sustainable now, but we have a long 

way to go to make them as good as 

they could be. Our landfill has a good 

program in place, but it can be im-

proved and our watershed citizens 

have to do their part to ensure that it is 

successful.  

  

 

 

 The second basic premise of 

sustainability is that natural ecosystems 

should not be degraded by human activ-

ity. This not only includes our water 

resources but also our forests, air, soil, 

and even genetic material. There are 

numerous examples within our water-

shed where our watercourses have been 

degraded by human activity. Large sec-

tions of  Rabbit Brook and Jonathan 

Creek now flow through tunnels . 

Humphries Brook, Mill Brook, and 

Jonathan Creek have all been dammed. 

The Petitcodiac River and the Mem-

ramcook River both have causeways. 

Riparian zones are continuously de-

stroyed by construction activity despite 

the fact that there are laws requiring 30 

meter buffer strips of natural vegetation 

along our watercourses. If we want to 

move towards sustainability we need to 

start enforcing the laws that we already 

have in place to protect our water-

courses. The effect that our activities 

have had on our watershed has been 

underestimated. Our watersheds are no 

longer allowed to function as they natu-

rally should . What happens under-

ground in a watershed is as important 

as what happens above ground. A func-

tioning watershed absorbs water that 

falls on its surface. This water is perco-

lated through the ground and flows 

laterally toward a creek, river or lake 

into which the watershed drains. Some 

of this water is absorbed by plant roots, 

some is contained in underground res-

ervoirs and much of slowly percolates 

into our rivers lakes and streams, natu-

rally replenishing them over the course 

of time. During  that journey the water 

is purified by biological, chemical and 

physical processes. This is how our 

watershed naturally deals with floods, 

drought, and pollution. 

 We have artificially replaced  these 

natural properties of our  watersheds 

with man-made ones. Over time we 

have learned that our control measures  

are not as efficient as natural ones. 

  

 

 

Over time we have come to see that our  

control measures  are not as efficient or 

effective as natural ones. Now that we 

have a better understanding of how 

watersheds work, we need to protect 

them from degradation caused by hu-

man activity and use their natural proc-

esses to contribute to  our own sustain-

ability. 

 The final premise of sustain-

ability is that we need to consider is 

that the natural abundance of our water-

shed needs to be shared equally and 

equitably among all watershed citizens.  

In our watershed  we find that our citi-

zens are sacrificing a lot of their share 

of water resources in the name of de-

velopment. In many cases this is done 

without any consultation of the water-

shed citizens themselves. Many citizens 

are unaware of the rights that they have 

to freshwater resources.  We do need 

places to live and work so we cannot be 

against development in our  urban ar-

eas, but we need to do a better job at 

planning our developments so that it 

does not take away from our common 

interest in forest, soil and water re-

sources.  Watershed citizens need to be 

able to question the sustainability of 

development projects if they destroy   

or pollute wetlands, rivers or lakes.  

 Only by working together at 

the community level can we ensure that 

our watershed management is sustain-

able. Our watershed citizens need to 

know their rights, municipalities need 

good management plans, and develop-

ers need to understand that the laws are 

there to protect our common interests. 

Only then can we move forward by 

recognizing and fixing the mistakes that 

we have made in the past, and  working 

to make our watersheds sustainable for 

future generations to enjoy as much as 

we do.   



return their surveys soon. Please be 

sure to include the name of a con-

tact person for your golf course.  

 

 Two of our local golf 

courses have now earned Water-

shed Friendly Designations. Thes 

golf clubs have both taken steps to 

ensure that  their golf courses are 

environmentally friendly and that 

their watercourses are protected. Be 

sure when  visiting  our  local 

courses to acknowledge their efforts 

to enhance their natural environ-

ments and look for their new Wa-

tershed Friendly window stickers .  

 This is an on-going project 

sponsored by the Environmental 

Trust Fund and the Petitcodiac Wa-

tershed Alliance. 

  We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of the golf 

courses that have already partici-

pated in this project and  encourage 

those that haven't participated to 
 

  

 

 

 Is your business 

or organization water-

shed Friendly? Tell us 

about it and you can get 

your  Friend of the Wa-

tershed  window sticker 

too!  

Watershed Friendly Golf Courses 

Be a Friend to Your Watershed,                                                                       

Support the work of the PWA. 

Membership Form 

 

Name: 

______________________________  

Organization: 

———————————————

______________________________ 

Address: 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Tel:__________________________

      

E-mail:_______________________ 

______________________________

Membership Options    

 

Fish Friend : $20.00 
(Free quarterly newsletter) 

 

River Rescuer: $50.00 
(Free quarterly newsletter and a mug) 

 

Watershed Supporter: $100.00  
( Quarterly newsletter, mug, t-shirt, and our annual 

report) 

 

Corporate Watershed Sup-

porter 

$250.00  
(All of the above plus get free advertising on our 

website for your business.)                                                                                                                   

PO Box 23046 

Moncton, NB 

E1S 6S8 

 
Telephone:  

506 384 3369 

 

Fax: 506 854 4824 

E-mail : petit-

codiac@rogers.com 

 

 

Maintaining a healthy environment for the 

greater good of our watersheds 


