
As usual, time is just flying 
by and the Petitcodiac Wa-
tershed Alliance (PWA) is 
moving forward. 

 

 

 
In April, the PWA was pre-
sent at the Earth Day cele-
bration at Bernice 
MacNaughton High School.  
The event was a success 
with over 300 people par-
ticipating!  The PWA also 
started their long term wa-
ter quality monitoring.  
Rabbit Brook will be closely 
watch this summer since 
sedimentation and high 
bacterial counts were ob-
served. The PWA also had 
the pleasure of having a 
French Intern, Lucie 
Grould, working on our 
indicator report project for 
10 weeks.  Thank you Lucie 

for all your hard work! 
 
In May, we were planning 
and getting everything ready 
for the season.   

In June, the Petitcodiac Wa-
tershed Alliance had their 
Annual General Meeting. 

24 people were present and 
listened to Mr Alain Clavette 
talk about the importance of 
the Petitcodiac Ecosystem 
and Mrs Catherine Dallaire 
on the proposed develop-
ment North of Wheeler Blvd 
(Vision Development). Mrs 

Dallaire’s presentation was 
featured in the Times and 
Transcript on June 13th. 

If you would like to get 
involved with our group, 
we would love to have 
you! We are always looking 
for field, office or fund-
raising volunteers. Please 
contact us for more infor-
mation. Call 384-3369 
o r  e m a i l  
petitcodiac@rogers.com 

 

Photo: AGM, June 11th, 2007 

  

Another busy summer for the 
Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance 

Coordinator’s corner  

Well, it’s been about 4 months 
since I started as Project Co-
ordinator and I have to say 
that the shoes I had to fill 
were pretty big. 

We have been very busy since 
March working on the indica-
tor report, starting the long 

term water quality monitor-
ing, planning and starting 
all the wonderful projects 
for the 2007 season and 
presenting our AGM. 

This year we will be doing 
numerous projects.  We 
will be doing a culvert in-

ventory along Jonathan 
Creek in order to evaluate 
the stream crossings, and a 
stream restoration project 
on Fox Creek to reduce 
the amount of sediment 
entering the creek.  
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Quote of the Day 
 

When one tugs at a single 

thing in nature, he finds it 

attached to the rest of the 

world.  

 

~John Muir 

Did you know ? 
 

The Petitcodiac River’s 

name comes from the 

Mi’kmaq word Pet-Kout-

Koy-ek, meaning “the 

river that bends like a 

bow”. 



At the PWA, we often get the chance 
to work outside in the rivers and 
streams to make sure our watershed is 
healthy. It’s not rare to come across 
different species of vertebrates and in-
vertebrates that live near or in this 
aquatic ecosystem. One fascinating spe-
cies you’ve surely seen before is the 
Water Strider (Aquarius remigis).  
 
Water Striders are one of the few in-
sects that have the ability to walk on 
water. How do they do that you ask? 
Here are a few pointers to achieve this 
remarkable ability. 
 
First, your body length has to be only 
¼ of an inch long, and your body 
weight has to be compatible with a mi-

cro scale.  These are only two of several 
factors that allow them to float on the 
water surface.  
 
Probably the most important aspect of 
this skill requires special hydrophobic 
legs. Remarkably, each leg is covered with 

would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome Mélissa Daigle to the PWA 
team for the summer as the Assistant 
Project Coordinator. 

Mélissa is presently in her second year 
studying biology at the Université de 
Moncton and has previous experience 
working with watershed groups. 

Her main focus will be on the golf pro-
ject but she will also help with water 
quality monitoring, other projects and 
some administrative stuff. 

(...cont.) 

We will also be developing some Best 
Management Practices for local golf 
courses and for the first time, we will 
be developing an annual report to 
evaluate the health of the Petitcodiac 
Watershed by using 7 to 10 environ-
mental indicators.  Finally we will con-
tinue with the long term water quality 
monitoring.  

So the PWA will be busy as usual!!! 

The Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance 
Photo: Mélissa Daigle 
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Water Striders written by Mélissa Daigle 

Coordinator’s corner continued 

CURRENT NEWS 

minuscule hydrophobic hairs. When a 
hydrophobic substance is placed in wa-
ter, the water tries to minimize the in-
teraction of its molecules with the sub-
stance. Therefore, whenever the Water 
Strider presses its legs on the water 
surface, the water repulses them and 
they are able to float. In addition to 
this impressive mechanism, the hairs 
on the Water Strider’s legs are posi-
tioned in an angle that inhibits the wa-
ter to adhere to them, in other words, 
their legs won’t get wet!  
 
Although you now know how to walk 
on water, we suggest you stick to ad-
miring these astonishing creatures in-
stead of mimicking them, more than 
your feet might get wet! 

 
Photo: courtesy of Nelson Poirier 

History of Halls Creek marsh adapted from Georges Brun 
Originally called Nacadie, Halls Creek 
got its final name from Sea Captain 
John Halls. 
   
Geographically, Halls Creek marsh lies 
between the Cities of Dieppe and 
Moncton at the mouth of Halls Creek.  
The marsh’s appearance is similar to 
reindeer antlers with one main stem 
flowing northwesterly and known as 
Halls Creek, and the other which flows 
northeasterly and known as Hum-
phreys Brook.  Halls Creek’s main 

tributaries are West Branch Halls 
Creek, North Branch Halls Creek and 
Cooks Brook, which in turn receive 
water from Rabbit Brook, Gorge 
Brook and Ogilvie Brook. 
 
First Nations People blended magnifi-
cently into the landscape, using what 
was available and bringing no harm to 
the land.  This was about to change 
with the arrival of Europeans who 
brought dikes, aboiteaux and irrigation 
ditches in order to begin to transform 

and add to this valuable resource.  
 
Land grants would entitle landowners 
to live on these lands with conditions 
that a percentage would need to be 
cleared and worked.  In addition to 
bridges that were built to accommo-
date the booming transportation sec-
tor, wharves and docks were also 
needed due to the success of the ship-
building industry. 
                                          
(cont. p3) 
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(...cont.) 
 
The first areas chosen for the wharves 
and docks where near and referred to 
as Harpers Lane. 
 
Furthermore, in order to accommo-
date the railroad industry a line was 
constructed to Pointe-du-Chêne in the 
Shediac area and lines to Bouctouche 
and Halifax were also constructed.  
With these changes came prosperity, 
thus more and more settlers arrived 
with their own large families in order 
to adequately maintain their agreement 
of clearing the land. 
 
With the growing population, large 
farms would eventually be sub divided 

to form the housing developments we 
see today: Dieppe, Lewisville, Sunny 
Brae, Humphrey and Moncton.  
Gradually more streets, businesses, 
schools, commercial ventures were 
built all leading us well into the new 
millennium. 
 
As if all this was not enough to shrink 
the vital and important ecological func-
tion of the marsh, solutions to traffic 
and environmental concerns were put 
in place beginning in the early 70’s and 
completed in the late 80’s.  The solu-
tion was an arterial highway, Wheeler 
Blvd, around the City of Moncton 
from the Causeway on West Main St 
to the mouth of Halls Creek near the 
Landing.  Engineering problems with 

building such an endeavor further de-
creased the Halls Creek marsh.  Over-
burden from less suitable soils forced 
thinkers to choose nearby sites in or-
der to economically dispose of these 
soils and once again the marsh became 
victim to progress. 
 
This brings us to the realities of today’s 
world.  Although environmental con-
cerns raised during the 70’s have in-
creased awareness of the importance 
of the marsh, loss of habitat is an on-
going struggle.   
 
Thankfully, many noteworthy groups 
continue to bring pressure on civic, 
provincial and federal bodies to pro-
tect and preserve what little of the 
Halls Creek marsh remains. 
 
Photo: Halls Creek marsh area 

 

 

15-23 September: The Great Canadian 
Shore Clean Up.  Contact 1-877-427-
2422 
 
15 September: Wanderlust Speaker Se-
ries. Contact 506-384-3369. 
 
18 September: World Water Monitoring 
Day. Info at  
www.worldwatermonitoringday.org 
 

6 August: HAPPY NB DAY!! 
 
11 August: Elgin Day.  Info 506-474-
0989, www.elgineco.com  
 
7,8 & 9 September: Falls Brook Centre 
Fair. Info 506-375-4310, 
ja@fallsbrookcentre.ca  
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History of Halls Creek marsh continued 

Upcoming events 

Our travelling information 
board 

THE 2007 WANDERLUST SPEAKER SERIES 
May 5th marked the first talk of our inaugural year.  Mr. Ramsey Hart, who works with Cap 
Jourimain, talked about the importance of the Chignecto Isthmus connectivity.  About 12 to 15 
people showed up at the Bridge St Café in downtown Sackville to listen to Mr. Hart.  All in all, it 
was a success!!  Watch out for our next talk in September with Mr. Peter Corbyn (www.
earthinstitute.ca) who will talk about climate change and what you can do. 



Address: 

PO Box 23046 
Moncton, NB 
E1A 6S8 

PETITCODIAC 
WATERSHED ALLIANCE 

Telephone: (506) 384-3369 
Fax: (506) 854-4824 

Email : petitcodiac@rogers.com 

To achieve a healthy environment for the 
greater good of the Petitcodiac Watershed 

 

 

 

Name:____________________________________________________ 
 
Organization/ Job Title (optional)________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________ 
 
              ___________________________________________________ 
 
Tel:__________________________ 
 
E-mail:_______________________ (very important) 
 
Fees: 
* Fish Friend  $20, Includes quarterly newsletter, occasional updates 
* River Rescuer  $50, Includes quarterly newsletter, updates, members only 
mug 
* Watershed  Supporter  $100, Includes quarterly newsletter, updates, annual 
report (State of the Watershed), members only t-shirt “Are you using the right 
protection for your watershed?” 
* Corporate/ Watershed Supporter  $250+, all of the above plus announce-
ment on our regularly visited website 
 
** all memberships include voting privileges at our Annual General Meeting 

Become a Friend of the Watershed! 

Membership form 
Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance 2007 

Check should be made paya-

ble to PWMG-GSBP Inc. 

and sent to: 

 
Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance 

PO Box 23046 

Moncton, NB 

E1A 6S8 

Find us on the web ! 
www.petitcodiacwatershed.org 


