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Questions, 
comments, 
suggestions? 
P.O. Box 23046, 
Moncton, N.B.  
E1A 6S8   
Tel: 384-3369  
Fax: 854-4824 
E-mail:  
pwmg@nbnet.nb.ca 
 

 
 

 

 

Coordinator’s corner: 
   
Finally, it seems that winter has arrived. The wind, the cold and the snow 
remind us quickly that Christmas is almost upon us. With the cold, comes 
the end of field season. This year, we had the chance to complete our field 
work in the Memramcook area. Our technicians scoured the local streams 
and discovered some nice natural aquatic habitats. Sometime in the 
beginning of the new year, PWMG will host a series of meetings dealing 
with water classification of the Memramcook River watershed. Further 
more, it’s time for PWMG to develop another 2 year action plan for the 
Petitcodiac and Memramcook River watersheds. We hope to have a lot of 
public participation since our actions are dependent of public feed back 
and concerns. Another interesting thing to note is that PWMG is seeking 
nominations to form its next board of directors. So if you’re interested or 
know someone who is, tell them to contact us. 
 
In this edition, you’ll find interesting facts about water quality issues, as 
well, as some pertinent information relating to the Memramcook river 
watershed. 
 
Finally, I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year! 
 
Eric R Arseneau 
PWMG Coordinator 

 

 

Newsletter content 
èBrand new website for PWMG! 
 
èMessage board for all NB watershed 
groups 
 
è2002 field season update (Memramcook) 
 
èLittle actions can make a big difference 
 
èWater quality and Human Health 
 
èFall clean up  

Number 11/Numéro 11 
December 2002/décembre 2002 

w
w

w
.p

w
m

g-
gs

bp
.o

rg
 

and meetings” section, in which all upcoming events and meetings concerning 
the group are posted, as well as all of our newsletters available to download in 
.pdf format. In our “preliminary sampling results” section, we’ve included 
highlights from our Petitcodiac Watershed Preliminary Classification Report.  
For each subwatershed that was included in this Preliminary Classification 
Report, there is a map, a description, water quality highlights, recommended 
preliminary classification, and recommended actions on our site. Because the 
Preliminary Classification Report has only been written in English, for the 
moment this section is also only available in English, but we are glad to say 
that every other feature is also available in French. We also have a links 
section, with links to other watershed groups and water classification 
information from the government of New Brunswick. Another very important 
addition to the new website is the message board. You may read the article on 
the next page for more details on this great idea.  So what are you waiting for?  
Check out our new website at www.pwmg-gsbp.org !   
 

Our Brand New Website!
The PWMG website has a new look 
and a new address! Over the 
summer, we worked on making the 
site easier to navigate as well as 
having added many new features.  
We now have an “upcoming events 
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Message Board for All Watershed Groups 
Along with other added features on our site came this great idea to help all 
watershed groups to keep in touch and answer one another’s questions. A 
message board on the Internet!  This idea was brought up at the latest Watershed 
Group Orientation Workshop in July 2002. The message board is bilingual so we 
can provide the same services to both francophone and anglophone watershed 
groups in the province. Each group can post questions or comments and their 
posts can be replied by all members of the message board, making
communications easier for everyone.  You may access this message board from 
the link on our site or at http://pwmg.proboards7.com.   

 
2002 Field season update for the 

Memramcook river watershed 
 
In September, two technicians from the PWMG 
covered the major watercourses in the 
Memramcook river watershed in order to better 
understand the factors that influence the water 
quality of these watercourses. In general, there 
were very few point sources of pollution, except
around the Breau Creek area where clandestine 
quarry operations seem to discharge fine sediments 
into the creek during major rain events. The proper 
authorities were contacted concerning this matter.
Furthermore, we noticed a few non-point sources 
of pollution along Breau Creek where we found 
two old dump sites. In general, the other 
watercourses surveyed in the Memramcook area 
are in good condition. The potential of this area is 
huge in terms of fish and wildlife and should be 
studied further. 

We’ve all heard it before, but it’s time to give it 
some real thought. Making changes isn’t always as 
difficult as it seems. If each person decides to 
make a little effort, a great big effort will be made 
throughout a community. This is a very important 
concept in keeping our environment in good shape, 
as well as our watercourses healthy. You don’t 
need to be a miracle worker, but a few simple 
habits can really improve things, if everyone is 
willing to help. You see trash on the ground? Pick 
it up. Throw it away in the right place or recycle it.  
If you have something to throw away, it’s really 
not so difficult to wait and dispose of it 
somewhere safe instead of on the ground or in a 
river. And it’ll make a big difference in the long 
run.   

Little Actions Can Make A Big 
Difference 

 
 

- Lakes and rivers cover about 7.6% of Canada’s land mass which translates into 755 165 square 
kilometres. 

- During the summer months, about half of all treated water is sprayed onto lawns and gardens. 
- On average, 18% of Canada's urban population live in municipalities which do not provide sewage 

treatment. 
- Residential indoor water use in Canada: Toilet–30%; Bathing and showering–35%; Laundry–20%; 

Kitchen and drinking–10%; Cleaning–5%. 
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Water quality and health 
 

In Canada we are lucky to have a plentiful supply of good 
drinking water. Even if our fresh water is usually of high 
quality, the population can still be exposed to water-born 
contaminants by different routes. For example, people may 
ingest small amounts of pollutants in their drinking water or 
may absorb contaminants through their skin while bathing or 
practising other aquatic activities.   
For thousands of years, humans have used the aquatic 
environment as a convenient sewer for the flushing of their 
waste. Still today, several important areas reflect the effects 
of past abuses, hence the Fraser River, Red River, St-
Lawrence River and lower Great Lakes. Although great 
improvements have been made in recent years, some areas of 
the country still don’t have clean potable water, because their 
is still a lack of adequate infrastructures (water treatment 
plants) and a lack of follow-up in the application of 
regulations and standards. This was evident in Walkerton, 
Ontario.        
In Canada, we estimate at about 300 million dollars per year 
the health care costs related to water-born illnesses. So next 
time you take a drink of water or go swimming, ask yourself 
where does this water come from, and more specifically 
what can I do in my community to keep it clean?    
 
Sources : Ministre, Travaux publics et Services gouvernementaux Canada, 1997                                                             
 

On september 28th, PWMG, the Petitcodiac 
Riverkeepers and a group of dedicated 
volunteers took part in the clean-up of Grind 
Stone Creek in Dieppe. It gave us the chance 
to pick up large amounts of debris such as, old 
tires, steel barrels, T.V’s, etc.  PWMG would 
like to thank everyone who participated in the 
clean up.  You are the champions of your 
watershed! 

 
 
The PWMG would like to remind local residents of the Petitcodiac and Memramcook 
river watersheds that we are looking for persons interested in taking part in our new 
board of directors. Many positions are still available, phone the office for more details.  

 
"To achieve a healthy ecosystem for the Petitcodiac watershed in the 

context of the Bay of Fundy ecosystem" 
 

 

 
 

  The PWMG is planning its annual general meeting that will be held sometime 
in February. Keep checking our new web site for details. You will also be noticed by 
mail if you are a member and we encourage everybody to assist. 

  During the next few months, PWMG will arrange public consultations in the 
Memramcook area concerning New-Brunswick’s Water Classification Program.  
Check out our web site and/or local news papers for details. 

Fall clean-up 2002 

A New Office For PWMG 

Our organization has moved to another 
location within the House of Commerce 
situated at 236 St-George St. We are now 
located in Suite 109.  We are open weekdays 
from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM.  So, come on in 
and see us! 


